
2014 MULTICULTURAL SPEAKER SERIES

FREE
!

the second of a series exploring, understanding and embracing the 
cultural and ethnic diversity that enriches our community

FREE!

For more information, call 250-755-4491 or email john.horn@nanaimo.ca

hosted by pam shaw - the last four wednesdays in april
from 7:00pm - 8:30pm at grand hotel’s crystal room (4898 rutherford road)

WEDNESDAY APRIL 9, 2014

RUSSIA
The Russian federation is the only 
country larger than Canada, and its 
140 million people have an enormous 
impact on global geopolitics.  Marina 
Johnson will share her experience of 
growing up in this land of poets and 
revolutionaries.

PALESTINE
With its ancient history and 
tumultuous present, Palestine 
exemplifies the conflicting 
current of the modern middle 
east.  Sharif Kishawi is 
interviewed about his many 
years growing up in Gaza.

SRI LANKA
This island country in the India Ocean  
is stunningly beautiful, with the 
highest biodiversity and density in 
Asia.  Its modern history is coloured 
by the 2004 tsunami and long civil 
war.  Come and hear more about this 
evocative country from Sri Lankan 
Dinali Perera.

INDIA
A billion people, the birthplace of 
four world religions, the third largest 
standing army in the world, 30 
languages, 27 cities of a million plus; 
the diversity and richness of India 
almost defies description.  Manushi 
Bishnoi talks about her life in India.

WEDNESDAY APRIL 16, 2014

HAITI
The only nation established as a result 
of a successful slave revolt, Haiti’s 
storied past belies an uncertain future.  
Marie Severe talks about life in Haiti.

AFGHANISTAN
A country deeply connected to Canada 
by the almost 46,000 Canadian troops 
who have served in Afghanistan since 
2002,  Afghan’s Yalda Ahmadi tells 
her story about this ancient nation.

WEDNESDAY APRIL 23, 2014

TURKEY
Bordered by eight countries, Turkey 
has characteristics of both Asia and 
Europe.  Husband and wife Jimmy 
& Gunes Vur provide a unique 
perspective on Turkish life.

VENEZUELA
Much in the news of late, Venezuela 
is the first South American nation 
to be featured in the speaker series.  
Venezuelan Claudia Ober tells us 
more about this fascinating country. 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 30, 2014


