
 

Nanaimo’s original neighbourhood…and proud of it!  

South End 

Community Association 
 
 
July 6, 2014 
 
 
Re: 839 Old Victoria Road, “Recycling Drop Off Centre” 
 
 
 
Dear Mayor and Council 
 
Proponents for the proposed new recycling drop off centre attended our monthly SECA 
meeting last Wednesday to seek our support for a change to the existing I1 zoning that 
would add a new use of “Recycling Drop Off Centre” to be permitted within the existing 
zone.  The meeting was well attended and included a number of individuals from the 
Clay Tree Society who operate close to the proposed site.  Sheila Herrera was present 
representing city staff and was helpful in clarifying some of the technical issues under 
consideration. 
 
A number of issues were raised by those attending the meeting and we were not able to 
arrive at a general consensus in terms of a clear position on this proposal.  This letter is 
intended to convey the range of opinions raised at the meeting which we hope you will 
consider in arriving at your decision. 
 
An important concern relates to the fact that both the OCP and the South End 
Neighbourhood Plan describe corridor / residential for this part of the neighbourhood. 
While the property is currently zoned I4, allowing this particular use makes the intended 
change and realisation of this part of both plans less viable.  As with the previous 
proposed site, the issue of how community planning plays into this kind of development 
decision becomes an important consideration. 
 
A number of individual spoke to the issue of increased traffic and pedestrian safety in 
the vicinity of the proposed project.  It was noted that there is a general absence of 
sidewalks in the area and Clay Tree Society representatives spoke to their concern for 
the safety of clients accessing their services.  Reference was also made to the ongoing 
issue of traffic lights at the intersection of this road and the Island Highway and the 
added pressure that this operation might place on that intersection. Should this 
proposal proceed, we would ask that careful consideration be given to any additional 
measures that might mitigate risk to pedestrian safety. 



 
 
A number of those present spoke in favour of the proposal and it seems that there is a 
high level of interest in having a business like this located in the south end.  The 
proponent was acknowledged for its track record as a responsible and well run business 
and we fully recognise the need to have a vibrant business base in our neighbourhood.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Douglas Hardie 
Chair 
South End Community Association 


