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2015 Year In Review 
 
A message from the Chair... 
 
A warm welcome to our 2015 AGM and here’s the annual review of SECA 
activities over the past year. Our monthly meetings have continued to be well 
attended and have hopefully provided all who attend with regular updates as to 
events and issues in our neighbourhood, an opportunity to share and connect 
with friends and neighbours and plan for future endeavours.  A number of 
development applications have come before us for consideration, most notably a 
large development at the end of Strickland Street which was favourably received 
and has the potential to make a significant addition to our neighbourhood 
housing stock.  Whether this project will come to fruition remains to be seen as 
the neighbourhood continues to tantalise developers without convincing them 
that they should take the risk to actually build. 
 
Princess Royal was sold to private owners and we thank them for their support 
and permission, through their lease with Island Health, to hold our meetings and 
use the kitchen facilities during our Miners Heritage Picnic. 
 
I have represented SECA on the Downtown Waterfront Planning Initiative which 
recently wrapped up it’s work with some pointed observations about the need for 
the three key stakeholders, The City of Nanaimo, The Port Authority and 
Snuneymuxw First Nation to try and find some common ground in addressing this 
opportunity.  Our place at this table reflects I think, the credibility that our 
association has developed over the years and recognition that we are important 
stakeholders in how this area develops into the future. 
 
The David Livingstone Food Forest on Haliburton has received the loving 
attentions of a number of work parties, led by the indefatigable Geselbracht 
brothers, Michael and Ben. Big thanks to them and we are all excited to see this 
project continue its development in the New Year. 
 
Our main fundraiser was our second annual Gung Haggis Fat Choy event at the 
Nanaimo Entertainment Centre.  A minor copyright challenge with the founder of 
Gung Haggis Fat Choy notwithstanding, (he ended up attending and giving the 
event his fulsome blessing!).  Many thanks to the organising committee and all 
who came and to Bill and Sandy’s table who shored up our flagging alcohol 
sales! 
 



 

 

One of the items that has had discussion over the past year has been the 
possibility of some kind of community hall / neighbourhood house for the south 
end.  We’re still dreaming but our participation in the My Street event and the pop 
up SECA neighbourhood House was a wonderful realisation of how it could work. 
 
Talking of My Street and dreaming big, congratulations to Sydney, Pam, Joan 
and others who planned and delivered a remarkable event on Nicol Street in 
September.  I think we were all bowled over by the event and it has created some 
real momentum in terms of advancing our long hoped for revitalisation of Nicol 
Street. 
 
And while on the subject of road challenges, check out the new traffic lights at 
Haliburton and the old highway.  Congrats and thanks to Pat Portsmouth for 
pushing along an issue that we’ve been advocating for over many years. 
 
The Miners Heritage Picnic was in fine fettle this year (22nd?) with all the usual 
ingredients contributing to a wonderful day for all who were there.  We missed 
our dearly departed Signy Gauer when the pet parade trooped by, but everyone 
else was there and a fine neighbourhood gathering it was indeed. 
 
SECA has many people to thank for supporting our neighbourhood. Dave 
Laberge and his colleagues at the Nanaimo RCMP Detachment continue to be a 
critical and much appreciated support.  Safety concerns have escalated 
somewhat and we really appreciate the hard work by Dave and his colleagues in 
addressing these ongoing challenges.  City Hall continues to go through a period 
of change and instability and community planning seems somewhat ill-defined at 
present.  SECA continues to enjoy an excellent working relationship with city staff 
and we appreciate their support and consideration for this neighbourhood. 
Thanks also for the continued support of our elected officials, Leonard Krog and 
Doug Routley who have become great friends and supporters of our 
neighbourhood.  It goes without saying how glad we all are that our own Gord 
Fuller has survived his traumatic ordeal and is back stirring the pot at City Hall! 
 
At the risk of going on far too long, I hope you will indulge me a few more words 
as I move on from my role as Chair with SECA after some 15 years, (I think!).  I 
know it’s common practice to say that it’s been an honour and a privilege in 
moments such as these, but it really has! SECA has been such a big part of my 
life and I’m incredibly grateful to have had such a rich experience, one that has 
taught me so very much.  In no particular order, here are a few things that I think 
are really important about SECA and speak to the values and principles that I 
hope and trust we will all support into the future.   

• SECA is a forum where South Enders can engage in shaping the life of our 
neighbourhood.  It’s a simple idea and it really works! There are so many 
examples of how we have made a difference in this neighbourhood. 

• As an association we’ve been able to move beyond the level of just reacting to 
problems and concerns. Despite our challenges we have a proud tradition of 



 

 

engaging in constructive, creative endeavours that engage community, support 
healthy connections and strengthen our neighbourhood.   

• We’ve got the best T-shirts! 
• SECA has tried to rise above the polarising debates and blame game when it 

comes to tackling issues related to poverty, mental health and substance use in 
our community.  It’s a tough road to take, particularly when fear and anxiety is 
high, but it is the right road and we are a better neighbourhood for it. 

• We appreciate that we need strong supportive relationship with the agencies 
and services that interact with our neighbourhood.  We have worked long and 
hard at being a constructive, collaborative partner with these agencies and we 
benefit from these relationships in many tangible and other, less obvious ways. 

• We work hard to be responsible for our own neighbourhood and not look to 
others outside of the neighbourhood to fix our problems (we pick up our own 
litter!). 

• We have a Tea Wagon.  It’s wonderful and it works.  Sort of. 
• SECA is brimming full of lovely people who care about this neighbourhood and 

care about each other. 
• Sandra rocks! 
• Larry was really cool in the 60’s (see cover of his new book) 
• We’re better together!  The south end needs the unified voice of SECA and we 

have to work hard to bring together the diversity within our neighbourhood and 
make SECA inclusive and strong. 

• All hail Charles Torjhelm, founder of the Miner’s Heritage Picnic, past President 
and champion of the South End 

• Deverill Square Park... it’s our jewel, we fought for it, we’ve restored and 
painted it and we play in it together. 

• We’ve been around for a long time.  We’ve grown in active numbers, scope and 
activities and despite the predictable bumps along the way, we’ve managed to 
maintain a strong stable group.  That says a lot about the way we have all 
showed up and supported each other through thick and thin.  I think we should 
all be very proud of this. 

• We must never forget that we live on the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw 
First Nation.  We must continue to work at understanding the impact of 
colonisation on this community and strive towards closer ties with our First 
Nations friends and neighbours. 

 
Well it’s difficult to sum it all up.  Thank you all for your friendship and support.  
You really are a wonderful bunch of people, friends and neighbours and fellow 
SECA members! Yours aye! 
 
Douglas Hardie 
 
 


